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April 12, 2010

TO: San Juan County Council Members

FROM: Common Sense Alliance

SUBJECT: Comments Comprehensive Plan, Section B, Element 4, Water Resources

The Common Sense Alliance (CSA) would like to thank the Council for its attention to our

comments on the Land Use Element.  We now would like to submit comments on the proposed

Water Element.  We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the process and recognize that you

share our commitment to working for continuous quality improvement in San Juan County.  We are

a young organization that relies almost entirely on volunteer support, but we nevertheless are

working to improve the timeliness of our comments whenever possible.

General Comments

Please note that detailed comments are provided as a mark-up to the proposed Water Element and

are included as an attachment.  Below is a summary of the “general themes” related to our detailed

comments.  We note that this draft of the Water Element is a great improvement over the version

submitted initially to the Planning Commission.  However, many of the general points made by

CSA to the Planning Commission still apply to the current proposal for the Water Element.  Most of

our specific comments relate to the following general concerns:

• Water Rights – the Water Element appears to propose policies that may be in conflict with

existing water rights law.  We support the recommendations of the Prosecuting Attorney to

avoid discussions of water rights related to exempt wells and to await further clarification of

case law before including policy statements related to water exports/transfers associated

with agricultural land.

• GMA Compliance – the Water Element, in some places, makes inaccurate statements about

GMA requirements.  Moreover, it occasionally proposes policies related to CAOs despite

the fact that BAS has not yet been adopted [RCW 36.70A172(1)]

• Funding – while CSA supports the funding of the many worthy programs in the Water

Element, we do not believe the Water Element is the right place to discuss funding or

revenue measures.
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• Habitat Potential Policy Conflict – while we recognize that the Comprehensive Plan may

address habitat, and especially the habitat requirements related to CAOs under the GMA, we

believe that the inclusion of habitat provisions in both the Water Element and the Land Use

Element sets the stage for potential policy conflicts.  We recommend including habitat

policy in just the Land Use Element.

• Wording/Descriptors that Limit Flexibility – as an example, the Water Element proposes

a County policy of “cooperation” with State and Federal agencies.  We recommend

“coordination” rather than “cooperation” because a commitment to the latter will tie the

County’s hands in negotiations, when necessary, with other government entities.  In addition

to that example, our detailed comments proposed clarifying language related to technical

details associated with hydrogeology and stormwater.

We very much appreciate your consideration of our thoughts in this critical matter.

Attachment


